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(57) Abstract: A method for detecting a molecule characterized 
in that a chain molecule immobilized on a substrate is probed in 
a solution by means of a scanning probe microscope to visualize 
and identify the molecule. A molecule detection device for 
detecting a chain molecule immobilized on a substrate is also 
disclosed which is characterized by comprising a jig holding 
the substrate, a vessel containing the substrate and a solution, 
• a probe, a sensor of the probe, a drive mechanism for moving 
the substrate or the probe in a three-dimensional direction, and 
a drive control circuh for controlling the drive mechanism. It 
has been conventionally difficult to detect a chain molecule 
immobilized on a subsuate. However, according to the invention 
it is possible to detect it clearly. 
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